
Public Health Wales statement on Novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak

Updated: 2:00pm Friday 3 July

PLEASE	NOTE:	This	daily	statement	about	the	Public	Health	Wales	response	to	Novel	Coronavirus	in
Wales,	which	includes	details	of	specific	local	outbreaks	and	incidents,	is	published	at	2pm	every	day	on
the	Public	Health	Wales	website.

Dr	Robin	Howe,	Incident	Director	for	the	Novel	Coronavirus	(COVID-19)	outbreak	response	at	Public
Health	Wales,	said:

“Public	Health	Wales	welcomes	the	Welsh	Government	announcement	that,	from	Monday	6	July,	the
requirement	to	stay	local	will	be	lifted	and	that	people	from	two	separate	households	will	be	able	to	join
together	to	form	one	exclusive	extended	household.

“It	is	important	to	note,	however,	that	the	current	measures	will	remain	in	place	over	this	weekend	-	that
is,	as	a	general	rule,	people	should	not	travel	more	than	five	miles	from	home	and,	if	you	are	meeting	one
other	household,	you	should	stay	outdoors	and	stay	local.

“The	monitoring	and	case	data	emerging	from	the	 2	Sisters	plant	in	Llangefni,	Anglesey	remains
consistently	reassuring.

“Following	the	multi-agency	Outbreak	Control	Team	(OCT)	meeting	on	Wednesday	1	July,	a	single
additional	case	associated	with	the	plant	was	reported.	This	brings	the	total	number	of	positive	cases
associated	with	the	factory	and	its	workforce	with	a	confirmed	Novel	Coronavirus	(COVID-19)	infection	to
a	total	of	217.	

“This	is	good	news	and	demonstrates	that	the	control	measures	put	in	place	following	the	concerted	track
and	trace	phase	of	the	response	has	been	effective.	There	is	no	evidence	of	sustained	community
transmission.

“I	also	want	to	emphasise	that	the	actions	taken	by	the	OCT	to	isolate	the	workforce,	with	the	full
cooperation	of	the	employer,	is	what	has	brought	this	outbreak	under	rapid	control.	As	such,	the	formal
testing	phase	of	the	outbreak	response	is	now	drawing	to	a	close.

“It	is	important	to	reassure	workers	at	the	plant	and	the	wider	communities	in	Anglesey	and	Gwynedd	that
whenever	a	sustained	and	focused	testing	and	contact	tracing	programme	is	put	in	place,	it	is	wholly
expected	that	we	will	identify	additional	positive	cases.	This	does	not	mean	that	there	has	been	a
significant	increase	in	the	level	of	infection	in	the	community	as	a	whole,	as	the	evidence	presented	to	the
OCT	has	demonstrated.”

	“The	multi-agency	team	managing	the	outbreak	of	Novel	Coronavirus	(COVID-19)	associated	with
Rowan	Foods	Ltd	in	Wrexham	has	recorded	a	total	of	283	positive	cases	of	infection	in	the	workforce
since	8	June	2020.

“We	have	previously	asked	people	who	work	at	the	site	and	couldn’t	attend	for	on-site	sampling	to	come
forward	for	testing,	and	they	have.	We	are	reporting	a	total	increase	of	46	cases	recorded	since	Monday,

This
statement
will
be
updated
daily
at
2pm



but	this	does	not	mean	that	we	have	seen	a	jump	in	the	level	of	infection	in	the	last	48	hours.		The
majority	of	the	increase	is	as	a	result	of	checking	on-site	sampling	with	results	collected	through
community,	home	and	drive-through	testing	centres,	not	new	spread	of	infection.

“We	want	to	reassure	the	workforce	and	wider	community	that	the	results	we	have	identified	are	entirely
what	we	would	expect	to	see	when	a	focused	and	robust	testing	regime	is	put	in	place.

“The	OCT	has	received	assurance	from	the	employer	and	the	Health	&	Safety	Executive	that	the	factory	is
taking	all	necessary	precautions	to	protect	its	workforce.	There	continues	to	be	no	evidence	that	the
infection	is	factory-based.

“The	OCT	will	also	continue	to	urge	any	remaining	workers	at	the	site	who	have	not	yet	taken	up	the	offer
of	testing	to	do	so.	We	would	also	urge	everyone	to	maintain	two	metres	social	distancing	when	outside	of
the	home,	to	practice	good	hand	hygiene	and	continue	to	self-isolate	if	they	are	unwell	with	symptoms	of
COVID-19.”

“A	total	of	134	cases	of	COVID-19	have	been	reported	in	relation	to	the	outbreak	in	the	workforce
associated	with	the	Kepak	Merthyr	workforce.

“Investigations	in	this	cluster	continue,	and	updates	will	be	issued	in	the	coming	days.

“The	Food	Standards	Agency	advise	that	it	is	very	unlikely	that	you	can	catch	coronavirus	from	food.
COVID-19	is	a	respiratory	illness.	It	is	not	known	to	be	transmitted	by	exposure	to	food	or	food	packaging.

“It	is	timely	to	remind	everyone	that	we	all	have	a	vital	role	in	preventing	the	spread	of	Coronavirus	by
always	sticking	to	social	distancing	guidelines	–	that’s	staying	two	metres	away	from	others	and	washing
hands	regularly.	

“As	restrictions	are	eased,	we	would	urge	members	of	the	public	to	continue	to	avoid	visiting	locations
where	proper	social	distancing	is	difficult	to	achieve.

“While	shopping,	members	of	the	public	should	use	contactless	payment	where	possible,	and	reduce
contact	with	goods.	Where	available,	use	sanitiser	outside	your	home,	especially	as	you	enter	a	building
and	after	you	have	had	contact	with	surfaces.		Avoid	touching	your	face.

	“Future	relaxation	of	lockdown	measures	will	also	be	dependent	on	everyone	following	advice	set	out	in
the	‘Test,	Trace,	Protect’	strategy,	including	self-isolating	when	required.	Complying	with	social	distancing
and	hygiene	measures	remains	extremely	important.	

“Revised	lockdown	arrangements	also	apply	to	people	in	Wales	who	have	been	told	to	‘shield’	from	the
virus.	They	are	able	to	go	outside	and	meet	people	from	another	household,	provided	they	keep	a	two-
metre	distance.

“Contact	tracing	continues	in	Wales	as	part	of	the	Welsh	Government’s	‘Test,	Trace,	Protect’	strategy.
Contact	tracing	is	the	process	of	identifying	people	who	have	come	in	contact	with	an	individual	with	Novel
Coronavirus	(COVID-19)	in	order	to	prevent	the	risk	of	others	spreading	the	infection	in	our	communities.

“Anyone	who	has	a	positive	Novel	Coronavirus	(COVID-19)	test	will	be	contacted	by	a	team	of	contact
tracers,	and	asked	for	details	of	everyone	they	have	had	close	contact	with	while	they	have	had
symptoms.

“Please	keep	a	note	of	your	activities	so	you	can	easily	remember	your	whereabouts	on	a	given	day,	along
with	who	you	were	in	contact	with.	This	is	for	everyone’s	benefit	and	we	are	grateful	for	your	continued
cooperation.

“If	you	are	asked	to	self-isolate,	you	should	also	comply	with	this	request	to	prevent	further	spread	of	the
virus.

“You	do	not	need	to	have	any	concerns	about	providing	names	to	the	tracing	team.	Tracers	are	trained



staff	and	personal	information	that	you	provide	will	handled	in	line	with	data	protection	regulations	and	will
not	be	shared	widely.

“Information	about	the	symptoms	of	Novel	Coronavirus	(COVID-19)	to	look	out	for	is	available	on	the
Public	Health	Wales	website,	or	members	of	the	public	can	use	the	NHS	Wales	symptom	checker.

“Anyone	experiencing	Novel	Coronavirus	(COVID-19)	symptoms	can	now	apply	for	a	home	testing	kit
using	the	new	UK	online	portal.	For	further	information	and	a	link	to	the	booking	website,
visit:	www.gov.wales/coronavirus	or	www.llyw.cymru/coronafeirws.		This	is	supported	by	a	national	119
phone	service,	through	which	people	can	also	order	a	home	test.

	“Anyone	with	a	suspected	coronavirus	illness	should	not	go	to	a	GP	surgery,	pharmacy	or	hospital.	They
should	only	contact	NHS	111	if	they	feel	they	cannot	cope	with	their	symptoms	at	home,	their	condition
gets	worse,	or	their	symptoms	do	not	get	better	after	seven	days.

“Only	call	999	if	you	are	experiencing	a	life-threatening	emergency,	do	not	call	999	just	because	you	are
on	hold	to	111.	We	appreciate	that	111	lines	are	busy,	but	you	will	get	through	after	a	wait.
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https://www.nhsdirect.wales.nhs.uk/SelfAssessments/symptomcheckers/COVID19.aspx
http://www.gov.wales/coronavirus
http://www.llyw.cymru/coronafeirws
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