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Incident Response Information
COVID-19 or 2019 Novel Coronavirus
If you have questions or concerns regarding COVID-19, please contact the Emergency Operation Center (EOC) at 509-933-
8315.
We are asking the public to call the EOC.Our front desk staff will continue to provide required Kittitas County Public Health
Department services — all COVID-19 concerns will only be handled in the EOC.

Get Trusted Information! As more is known about COVID-19 and more resources become available, changes occur rapidly.
Updated information that is trusted by the Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) is here:

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH)

Public Health – Seattle & King County

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Want to be notified automatically when a press release goes out? Sign up to receive County public notices and press releases

Or follow KCPHD on Facebook .

Press

County Positive (confirmed) Deaths

Kittitas 3 0

Clark 1 0

Grant 1 1

Island 1 0

Jefferson 1 0

King 234 26

Kitsap 2 0

Pierce 17 0

Skagit 1 0

Snohomish 68 2

Thurston 1 0

Whatcom 1 0

Unassigned 36 0

Total 367 29

Current Event Closure Recommendation
Washington State Governor Jay Inslee announced on Wednesday March 11, 2020 that events with more than 250 people
are prohibited. Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) is now recommending that Kittitas County residents
voluntarily follow these measures. 

KCPHD is recommending that events over 250 people be cancelled. Governor Insleeʼs order and KCPHDʼs recommendation
applies to social gatherings, faith-based gatherings, recreational and sporting events, concerts, fundraisers, and
additional similar events. Currently, COVID-19 has been confirmed in 13 counties in Washington, including three eastern
Washington counties: Grant, Kittitas, and Yakima. Other counties in eastern Washington, including Chelan, Douglas, and
Okanogan, are also urging their residents to follow the Governorʼs order.

HOW TO FIGHT OUTBREAKS WITHOUT MEDICINE

INCREASE HANDWASHING AND USE OF ALCOHOL-BASED SANITIZER

RESPIRATORY HYGIENE AND COUGH ETTIQUETTE

KEEP DISTANCE FROM OTHERS (>6 FEET)

FREQUENTLY CEAN AND DISINFECT SURFACES

https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/default.aspx
https://www.doh.wa.gov
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/login/default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%252fopt%252fdefault.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/KCPublicHealthDept/


Releases / Public Service Announcements
Updated Recommendations for Kittitas County Residents 03/12/2020

Washington State Governor Jay Inslee announced on Wednesday March 11, 2020 that events with more than 250 people are
prohibited. Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) is now recommending that Kittitas County residents voluntarily
follow these measures.

Kittitas County Board of Commissioners Address Outbreak Response 03/11/2020

The Kittitas County Board of Commissioners (BOCC) has been working closely with Human Resources and other county offices
to ensure that Kittitas County as an employer is ready to respond to the community spread of COVID-19. Continuity of
Operations is essential to providing governmental services to our community.

Kittitas County now has Three Positive COVID-19 Patients 03/11/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) was notified of a third positive test result for COVID-19 in our county.
The third patient is male and 56 years old. At this time, the third positive test result appears to be unrelated to the two
previous cases.

Kittitas County now has Two Positive COVID-19 Patients 03/11/2020

This morning, the Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) was notified of an additional positive test result for
COVID-19 in our county. The patient is a family member of the first positive case. Currently, the 67 year old female patient
who is positive for COVID-19 is being evaluated for hospitalization. The second patient who is positive is stable and does not
require hospitalization at this time. “We are coordinating with our healthcare responders and the family to ensure everyoneʼs
health and safety,” states Health Officer Dr. Mark Larson.

Positive COVID-19 Contact Investigation is Underway 3 of 3 03/07/2020

New information to share with the public is:
• Three people employed at a local business were notified of close contact with patient.
• Symptomatic close contacts who have been tested will be required to stay home in isolation until test results are returned.
• Anyone who gets tested for COVID-19 will be required to isolate until results are returned.
• Frequently asked questions about symptoms and testing are available at www.doh.wa.gov. Informational sheets include the
following:
o What to do if you have confirmed or suspected coronavirus disease.
o What to do if you were potentially exposed to someone with confirmed COVID-19.
o What to do if you have symptoms of COVID-19 and have not been around anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19.
• As of today, KCPHD is not requiring or recommending any event cancelations or closures. However, organizations and
individuals planning major events should be considering alternative plans.

Positive COVID-19 Contact Investigation is Underway 2 of 2 03/07/2020

As the Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) conducts the current COVID-19 disease investigation, we want to
inform the public that we most likely have community spread. Community spread, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) means people have been infected with the virus in our area, including some who are not sure how or
where they became infected.

Positive COVID-19 Contact Investigation is Underway 1 of 1 03/07/2020

REMAIN HOME DURING RESPIRATORY ILLNESS

VOLUNTARY ISOLATION/QUARANTINE

INVOLUNTARY ISOLATION/QUARANTINE

RECOMMEND OR ORDER CANCELLATION OF MAJOR PUBLIC AND LARGE PRIVATE GATHERINGS

RECOMMEND OR ORDER CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS, CHILD CARE FACILITIES, WORKPLACES, AND PUBLIC
BUILDINGS

PREVENT NON-EMERGENCY TRAVEL OUTSIDE OF THE HOME

ESTABLISH CORDON SANITAIRE (RESTRICTION OF MOVEMENT)

https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11324
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11322
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11321
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11320
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11318
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11317
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11315


The Kittitas County Public Health Department is currently working with the individual who has tested positive for COVID-19 to
gather information and begin contacting potential close contacts. We will continue to update the public as information
becomes available.

KCPHD Notified of Positive COVID-19 Patient in Kittitas County 03/07/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) has been notified of a positive COVID-19 test result. Patient is stable
and in isolation.

No Positive COVID-19 Cases in Kittitas County, but Increase in Response Requires County Declaration of Emergency 03/06/2020

Kittitas County has declared a state of emergency in regard to COVID-19. The declaration comes in response to increased
testing and contact investigations within our county. This is all preemptive and provides for additional resources to Kittitas
County.

COVID-19 Weekly Update 2 of 2 03/06/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department is always working to prevent or limit the spread of disease. This weekly update
will address the rapid changes that are occurring.

Third COVID-19 Test is Negative with More Tests Pending 03/04/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) was notified that a third test results for suspected COVID-19 in Kittitas
County is negative. However, Kittitas County has also added an additional person under investigation. To date, we have 3 test
results that were negative and two people under investigation for a total of five individuals.

Second COVID-19 Test in Kittitas County is Negative with More Tests Pending 03/03/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) was notified that the test results for the second suspected case of
COVID-19 in Kittitas County came back negative. Additional information is pending for two people under investigation for
COVID-19 in Kittitas County. KCPHD will provide notification as information regarding the two new cases becomes available.

COVID-19 Monitoring Continues and the Risk Remains Low 03/02/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) is testing a Kittitas County resident, currently hospitalized in Western
Washington, for COVID-19. The patient is in critical, but stable condition. Testing was sent as of March 2, 2020 to the
Washington State Department of Healthʼs lab. When test results become available, KCPHD will issue results immediately.

COVID-19 Weekly Update 1 of 1 02/28/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department is always working to prevent or limit the spread of disease. This work is familiar
to us, but we realize that the general public does not deal with disease prevention every day, so below is some information to
help.

Test Results Negative for 2019 Novel Coronavirus in Kittitas County. 02/07/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) was notified that the test results for the suspected case of novel
coronavirus in Kittitas County came back negative. The patient is stable and is no longer under isolation. 

KCPHD and Central Washington University (CWU) will continue to work closely together to reach out to students, families, and
personnel that were involved. 

Patient Being Tested for Novel Coronavirus in Kittitas County 01/30/2020

The Kittitas County Public Health Department will send a test for Novel Corona Virus to the Washington State Department of
Health (DOH) Laboratory for a suspected case in Kittitas County. The patient is currently a student at Central Washington
University (CWU) and is voluntarily in isolation.

Resources
What to do if you have symptoms of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and have not been around anyone who has been
diagnosed with COVID-19
Download PDF

What to do if you were potentially exposed to someone with confirmed coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
Download PDF

What to do if you have confirmed or suspected coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
Download PDF

https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11314
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11313
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11311
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11306
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11303
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11302
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11301
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11294
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/press/default.aspx?prID=11291
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/uploads/documents/response/202003-covid19/COVIDconcerned.pdf
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/uploads/documents/response/202003-covid19/COVIDexposed.pdf
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/uploads/documents/response/202003-covid19/COVIDcasepositive.pdf
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https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/disclaimer.aspx
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/privacy.aspx
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